
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KATE

LOVE IS GREATER!
We have ordered a banner that has the word 

“LOVE” (with the Luther Rose in the O) on the 
left side in large letters.  Then it has the symbol 
for ‘greater than’ > and on the right a group of 
other words.  Love is greater than grief, anger, 
hate, shame, money, status, fear – in bold print.  
Love is greater than history, hopelessness, 
hunger, jealousy, despair, defensiveness, tradi-
tion – in a bit smaller print.

In a way, this describes the message of the 
Bible.  God’s love is greater than all these things.  
And our love for one another can overcome all 
these things.  A recent gospel reading, at wor-
ship, had that favorite verse:  “For God so loved 
the world…”  Jesus, God’s Son and gift of love, 
emphasized the ‘Great Commandment’ – Love 

the Lord your God with all your being and love 
your neighbor as yourself.

In Lent, during our adult forums and our 
Wednesday evening meditations, we have been 
exploring God’s love for the world as seen 
through the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, 
and the Sacraments.  We have considered our 
responsibilities in loving God and loving our 
neighbors through the Ten Commandments.  All 
of these, great gifts for the Church, along with 
Martin Luther’s explanations in the Catechism, 
are a rich legacy for our faith journey.

Now, with Easter soon to come, we will be 
proclaiming:  “LOVE is greater than death!”  With 
Scripture, with music, with prayer and thanksgiv-
ing, we joyously exclaim, “He is risen!  He is 
risen indeed!”  God’s love conquered death
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WE INVITE YOU TO SHARE 
THE JOY THAT IS EASTER!
Join us as we experience through worship 
the events of Holy Week and Easter.

PALM SUNDAY, April 9
     Holy Communion 8:30 & 10:45 am
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 13
     Confessions & Holy Communion 7:00 pm
GOOD FRIDAY, April 14
     Reflection and Intercession 7:00 pm
EASTER VIGIL, April 15
     Service of Light, Baptism & Holy Communion
     7:00-8:30 pm (no 5:30 pm service)
EASTER SUNDAY, April 16
     Holy Communion 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am
     Note changes from regular Sunday worship times 
     on Easter Sunday.  

Child care available at all services.
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PASTOR KATE                   continued from page  1

when the Crucified One came back to the world -
- alive!  Christ’s love is greater than fear and 
grief and shame and hopelessness.  His disci-
ples and followers experienced that first hand.  
We continue to experience Jesus’ greater love 
so many ways in our lives.

God’s love is resurrection love, sustaining 
love, enlivening love.  How does our love, then, 
reflect this kind of divine love?  Together as a 
congregation we show that our love is greater 
than hunger when we support or work with 
Bites2Go for school children, Shalom meals, St. 
Ann’s meals, All Saints’ meals, and other pro-
grams for food-insecure people.  Through our 
support of the SPEAR program for inner-city 
kids, we help show that love is greater than ne-
glect, poverty, and despair.  Through our support 
of Lutheran Community Service we help show 
that love is greater than hopelessness and 
shame.  How can we teach the children in our 
congregation and in our lives that love is greater 
than the fear, anger and hate that motivate and 
intimidate many in the world?  How can we give 
witness in our lives that love is greater than jeal-
ousy and defensiveness, than money and sta-
tus?  Love is in it for the long haul.  

Our love is sourced from God.  We are not 
left on our own to prove that love is greater than 
what hurts or destroys.  The Holy Spirit fills us 
with Jesus’ loving power.  He proved love is 
greater than death.  So love, especially when we 
band together in love, can conquer the powers 
that tear down, and love can be fuel for that 
which builds up to give health and wholeness to 
all people.  Love is not a fleeting emotional re-
sponse.  Love is a commitment to the good of 
another person or other people. 

So, we love as God first loved us – with a 
tough kind of encouragement and a gentle kind 
of strength.  Love is greater than whatever hu-
mankind can devise.  Love is greater than any-
thing!  Share your ideas about how St. Mark’s 
can show that love is greater.

Love wins,  Pastor Kate  

 
LENT AT ST. MARK’S
Midweek Wednesday Lenten Series
Lenten Worship, 7:00 pm, through April 5. Re-

flection topics for Wednesdays during Lent 
will parallel the teaching of the Adult forums.

Soup Suppers, 6:00 pm, through April 5.

Child care available at all services.

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s Church Council will meet on Mon-

day, April 10 at 7:00 pm in the conference 
room.  

WHITWORTH WOMEN’S SPRING CONCERT
The Whitworth Women’s Choir, under the 

direction of St. Mark’s member Debbie Hansen, 
will perform their spring concert at St. Mark’s on 
Sunday, April 30, at 3:00 pm.  Admission is free 
and the concert will last about an hour.  All are 
welcome!

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE
The St. Mark’s Call Committee unanimously 

voted to recommend Pastor Ray McKechnie to 
the congregation for a call.  Pastor McKechnie 
had a wonderful visit with our congregation last 
month but after prayerful consideration has de-
cided that this call was not right for him at this 
time.   The Call Committee will begin again when 
Bishop Wells has some other candidates for us 
to consider. 

SOCIAL MINISTRY
Come to the next meeting to find out what’s 

going on with our social ministry!  Since this is a 
very active group it might be a great fit for you!  
The next meeting will be in May.  Watch your bul-
letins for more information. If you have questions 
feel free to chat with one of the pastors. 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                                                                MONEY MATTERS

Our February financial numbers often look like this. It is a short month, and we are paying for the 
very cold January we experienced. Record low temperatures and constant snowfall resulted in higher 
than normal expenses for snow plowing and extra heating costs.

*Please note: Per the Church Council’s request, a projected annual salary for the third pastor is 
included in this figure.

Spring is around the corner, meaning milder weather, increased church attendance, and higher 
giving numbers. Happy Easter to you all, see you in church.

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

February 2017 Operating Budget – Year to Date

Fund Giving Giving Expenses Budgeted* Net - YTD

General $ 51,234.48 $ 103,327.19 $ 125,715.83 $ 139,013.17 $ -22,388.64

Mortgage $ 8123.50 $ 15,204.55 $ 11,629.00 $ 11,614.00 $ 3575.55 

2017 GRADUATES

We will be listing the 2017 graduates in the June Messenger.  Please fill out the information below, to be 
included in the newsletter, and return this form to St. Mark’s either by placing it in the offering plate or 
dropping it off at the church office no later than Sunday, May 7.

GRADUATE’S NAME:   ________________________________________________________________

NAME OF SCHOOL:     ________________________________________________________________
❑ HIGH SCHOOL ❑ COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY ❑ OTHER

DEGREE OBTAINED: _________________________________________________________________

Plans for further education: _____________________________________________________________

Sunday, May 14, we will celebrate with Prayers and Blessings for the Graduates at the 10:45 am 
service.  Graduates and their families please plan to attend.

❑ Yes, I plan to be at the worship on May 14 at 10:45 am.

❑ No, I do not plan to be at the worship on May 14.



SUNDAY SCHOOL
There will be no Sunday School on April 2, 

April 9, or April 16, due to spring break and 
Easter.  We will see you again on April 23rd!

ADULT FORUM
Reformation 500

As we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, our pastors have been focusing 
throughout the year on what continues to make 
Lutheranism relevant today.  Adult Forum meets 
in the conference room Sundays at 9:45 am. 

TOPICS:
April 2, Holy Communion
April 23, Confession
April 30, Theology of the Cross

BLESSING OF NINTH GRADE CONFIRMANDS
Parents, mark your calendars!  Blessing of 

the 9th grade confirmands will be at worship on 
Sunday, April 23, at 8:30 am. Watch for more 
information in your mail.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Save the date and mark your calendars! 

 VBS is coming to St Mark’s June 19-23. All chil-
dren welcome, ages preschool through sixth 
grade. More information and registration coming 
soon!

8 LAKES LEG ACHES BIKE RIDE 2017

Here is another important Lutheran Commu-
nity Services NW event for your calendar!

8 Lakes Leg Aches Bike Ride 2017 will be on 
Saturday, August 5.  Join us for a scenic ride 
with a touch of the burn!  Choose a leisurely 15- 
or 30-mile ride, or a more challenging 45- or 75-
mile trek.  This is one of the best biking events in 
the Nor thwest !  Vis i t  the LCS websi te  at  
www.lcsnw.org/events or call the office at 
(509)747-8224 for more information or to pur-
chase/register for any events.  

 
CHOCOLATE AND CHAMPAGNE GALA
A Fun Evening Supporting a Serious Cause

Join us for an elegant evening of chocolate, 
champagne, dinner, and auction to benefit the 
Sexual Assault & Family Trauma Center (SAFeT) 
and other vital programs of Lutheran Community 
Services Northwest.

The Chocolate & Champagne Gala is on 
Saturday, April 22, at the Historic Davenport 
Hotel, Grand Pennington Ballroom.

Indulge in decadent chocolate and cham-
pagne; enjoy an elegant meal, then “bid in the 
spirit of giving” at the live and silent auctions.

For questions, please contact Katie 
Tolley (509) 343-5078 or ktolley@lcsnw.org

SPRING GOLDEN AGERS’ DAY OUT
April 25, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Spend a beautiful spring day at Camp 
Lutherhaven! It’s a one-day retreat especially for 
retirees, senior adults and older adult groups; a 
great day during a beautiful time of year at camp! 

The topic this year is “Healthy Heart & Mind 
Into Retirement”. The same things that protect 
you from a heart attack & stroke will also protect 
your brain from most cases of dementia. Learn 
how to recognize the symptoms of a heart attack 
and stroke. Understand what proactive things 
you can do to prevent these debilitating dis-
eases.

The speaker will be Jennie E Johnson RN 
BC, PhD. Cost is $12/person, includes lunch and 
program.  

Register by Tuesday, April 18. Call to regis-
ter: toll free 1.866.729.8372 ext. 119. Email: reg-
istrar@lutherhaven.com or register online at 
http://www.lutherhaven.com/event/spring-golden-
agers-day-out/.

Join us for a terrific day at Lutherhaven, a 
fabulous lunch, great friends, and plenty of 
laughs, as always! 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RUTH PEARSON TURNS 95
AND YOU ARE INVITED TO THE PARTY!

On May 27, at 2:30 pm Ruth Pearson, will be 
celebrating her 95th birthday at Rockwood Re-
tirement Communities with a special musical 
concert. Our members are welcome guests for 
this special event. 

Ruth’s son, Mark Pearson, will be providing 
the music along with several of his long-time 
friends and musical partners.  Mark is a long-
time member of the singing group “The Brothers 
Four.” (Remember the songs Greenfields, Yellow 
Bird, Try to Remember?) What a wonderful con-
cert and birthday celebration for Ruth this will be! 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY 
AT EWU INVITES YOU TO A LUAU
Annual Benefit Dinner and Auction
April 29, 2017

Advent Lutheran Church, 
13009 E. Broadway, Spokane
Doors open at 5:00 pm 
Dinner at approximately 6:00 pm

Complimentary dinner of Hawaiian pulled 
pork and fixings.  Beer and wine available with 
donation.  Guests will be asked to donate to the 
ministry.  Register at www.lcmewu.com or call 
(509)951-5701.  If you register eight people you 
will be entered into a drawing! Be sure to dress 
Hawaiian.

EXCITEMENT PROMISED!
Have you ever…

…thought it would be exciting to set up for 
and help with communion?

…watched the people who hand out bulletins 
before service or collect the offering and thought, 
“Wow, that looks like fun!”?

… imagined wildly about who picks up the 
donuts in the morning and makes sure that all 
the volunteers for the service have arrived and 
are ready to go? 

If you have, please consider volunteering as 
a member of the altar guild, an usher, or a ser-
vice coordinator! Truly, these volunteer oppor-
tunities are an excellent way to feel even more 
connected to our wonderful church community 
and our beautiful liturgies. 

Contact Debbie Olson, the volunteer coordi-
nator, at volunteers@stmarks-spokane.org or 
714-2274 for more information or to add your 
name to any of these lists.

Remember, you can contact Debbie anytime 
to let her know if you’re going to be out of town 
or if you’d prefer to volunteer on a specific day or 
on a specific schedule.  

So sign up today! Your service is very appre-
ciated!

Debbie Olson
Volunteer Coordinator  

THANK YOU

To St. Mark’s Pastoral Staff and Mary Cares Group,
Thank you so much for all the cards, pastoral 

visits, prayer shawl, and prayers during the re-
cent illness of my mother, Lynn McGee.  She ap-
preciated them so much.  She has improved 
enough to go back to her home at Park Place, 
where she continues to receive therapy.  God 
bless you for all your caring support.

In Christ, Pat Gunderson  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PERSONAL CARE KITS BENEFIT 
REFUGEES WORLDWIDE

Lutheran World Relief has an increasing 
need for personal hygiene kits to distribute to 
refugees, and St. Mark’s members are invited to 
donate individual items or whole kits.

The Eat, Pray, Laugh group collects the Per-
sonal Care Kit items each year during Lent and 
assembles the kits to send to LWR. They will be 
assembled April 4, at the end of the EPL meet-
ing in the parish house. 

Items or whole kits can be dropped off in a 
box to be placed near the church office, or 
brought to the April 4 meeting. Monetary contri-
butions are accepted to go towards shipping 
costs. 

If you have any questions you can look at the 
website at  https://lwr.org/wp-content/uploads/
Personal-Care-Kit-Assembly-Instructions.pdf  or 
call Peggy (448-4245).

HERE ARE SPECIFICS FOR THE KITS:

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Births
Alexis Praxel Austin, daughter of Kaarin Praxel Austin 

& Andrew Austin, granddaughter of Jack & Jan 
Praxel and great granddaughter of Dorie Swanson

Baptisms
Rhys Halvor Rowand, son of Geoffrey & Megan 

Rowand.  Sponsors are Joe & Tamara Maguire.  
February 19, 2017

Logan Maguire, son of Joe & Tamara Maguire.  
Sponsors are Geoffrey & Megan Rowand. Feb-
ruary 19, 2017

Boone Thomas Tribbett, son of Thomas and Lindsey 
Tribbett.  Sponsors are Kevin & Megan Eggen.  
February 26, 2017

Marriages
Blessings on the marriage of Jeannie Nelson & Ben-

jamin Higgs, daughter of Keith & Karen Nelson 
and granddaughter of Ida Felton. March 4, 2017

Sympathy
Prayers for the family of Sylvia Shae, sister of Dee 

Lorenz, at the time of her death 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SATURDAY EVENING POTLUCK
First Saturday, April 1, 6:30 pm

On the first Saturday of each month you are 
welcome to join us for a potluck immediately fol-
lowing the 5:30 service.  Great food!  Great fel-
lowship! Bring your favorite dish (serving 8-10 
people) and join this fun group!

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays April 4, 11, 18, 25  10:30 am
Questions: Church office, 747-6677

Bible-based conversation in the conference 
room with Pastor Eric or Pastor Kate to study the 
Scripture texts for the week.

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH 
First Tuesday, April 4, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Kate, 747-6677 

Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the parish 
house.  All women are invited to this support 
group for conversation, laughter, prayer and re-
freshments.

ST. MARK’S MEN’S GROUP
Second Tuesday, April 11, 7:30 pm

This group generally meets each month with 
various speakers and topics.  Men’s Group will 
meet in the parish house  or possibly the confer-
ence room.   Elaine Couture, CEO of Providence 
Healthcare and St. Mark’s member, will be our 
guest.   This should be a very interesting presen-
tation so be sure not to miss this one!  As always 
bring a refreshment of your choice.

DIAKONIA GUILD
Second Tuesday, April 11, 12:00 pm

Diakonia is an auxiliary of Lutheran Commu-
nity Services.  The members meet monthly at 
various locations with a speaker from LCS.  This 
month the group will meet as a guest for lunch at 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Cheney.

SUNRISE SAINTS & SINNERS 
Second & Fourth Wednesday, April 12, 26, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

This men’s group meets at The Chalet 
Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd.  You’ll have 

lots of laughs and crazy discussions about 
everything, while having breakfast. All men are 
welcomed, saints or sinners!

MOVIE DAY
Second Wednesday, April 12, 1:30 pm
Questions: Patti Berg or Dick Thiel, 443-9170

Join us in our conference room; free popcorn 
will be provided! By special request, April's movie 
will be "Sully", starring Tom Hanks as the hero 
pilot (he even looks like him.)  Excellently filmed 
and acted, it includes the safety board hearings 
where Sully was told he had time to find an al-
ternate airport. Call the church office if you'd like 
a ride.

RUTH CIRCLE
Second Thursday, April 13, 10:00 am

All women are welcome to join us at the 
church for refreshments, very brief project dis-
cussion, and Bible study led by Pastor Kate or 
Pastor Eric. 

WALKING CIRCLE 
Second Friday, April 14, 10:00 am

The group will meet at St. Mark’s for a walk 
around Manito Park. There will be a stop at 
Rockwood Bakery for coffee and pastries.

THEOLOGY ON TAP  
Third Tuesday, April 18, 7:00 pm***
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

***Please note the monthly meeting day has 
changed!

Great conversation and fellowship with this 
“30ish or younger” group at Two Seven Public 
House in Lincoln Heights. One of our pastors will 
lead a discussion and buy a few appetizers to 
share.  

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Fourth Sunday, April 23, 12:00 pm

This group reaches out to those who have 
cancer or have had cancer, and for family 
members and friends. The group will meet in 
the conference room with facilitator Pastor Eric 
Dull. A salad luncheon is on the menu. 

                                                  continued page 10
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GROUPS                             continued from page 9

EMPTY NESTERS
Sunday, April 23, 4:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

This group is for parents who have young 
adults recently out of high school or who will be 
flying from the nest in the next year or two.  
Empty Nesters will meet at the home of John 
and Michelle Phelan, 909 Golden Hills Dr., 
Cheney. Please bring an appetizer and drink of 
your choice to share.

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, April 26, 7:00 am

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights.  The book to be 
discussed in April is “Stories of Your Life” by Ted 
Chiang.  For those wishing to read ahead, our 
May book  is “No Great Mischief” by Alistair 
MacLeod.  All book lovers are welcome to any 
discussion!

THANK YOU 
St. Mark’s celebrates Fat Tuesday with a 

great celebration of music and sweet treats. We 
had an overwhelming number of delicious and 
creative desserts thanks to so many church 
members who attended the service and several 
from those who were not able to attend. This is a 
great outreach to the surrounding neighborhoods 
and people really appreciated the efforts of all 

who made delicious treats. When I took the left-
overs to Crosswalk downtown, which serves 
homeless youth, the smiles on the faces of the 
teenagers who helped unload the treats were 
heartwarming. 

I want to thank all who were able to spend 
time transforming our fellowship hall into the 
Mardi Gras-style atmosphere, and thank the 
great group of helpers who got everything ready 
for the large group that descended on the room. I 
also appreciate the stalwart folks who helped 
with clean up. The large number of enthusiastic 
folks made for quick work. Thank you all!

Loris Stupel
Event Coordinator
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